


Mainstone with Colebatch Parish Council
Minutes 22 January 2026


1.0 Apologies: Sam Walmsley

2.0	Approval of Minutes
2.1	Minutes of the meeting held on 20/11/25 were confirmed as a true and accurate record by all and signed by the Chair.


3.0   	Finance

3.1   	Current Account balance at date of meeting was 7214.15. The latest financial 
statement was approved and signed by the Chair.

3.2	Precept application was discussed and it was agreed to apply for the same 
	precept as last year, £2625.00.  Clerk to process application.

3.3  	Clerk’s employment – This was discussed after it was confirmed the clerk 
cannot be self-employed, last fee to be paid but moving forward new 
employee has to be set up.  Clerk to investigate how to do this for chair to 
action.

3.4	New invoices and payments presented and signed for payment (village hall 
hire costs and clerks fee).  Clerk notes that election costs invoice was awaited.

3.5	Web hosting/.gov.uk website was discussed in light of the fact that fees need 
to be renewed in July and that there was more and more of an emphasis on 
moving towards a .gov.uk domain.  Clerk to investigate costs to move 
website.  

3.6	Internal Audit: Councillors agreed to appoint Lesley Thomas to carry out the 
internal audit.  Clerk to email Lesley.


4.0 	Police

4.1 	Latest police reports for December and January shared with councillors.

5.0 	Councillor Houghton/Walmsley updates
5.1	Ruth Hughton kindly updated councillors on latest news regarding Shropshire Council.

6.0 	Matters Arising Since Last Meeting

6.1	Gritting Bins: Councillor Houghton is awaiting an answer as to whether Shropshire Council will fill bins that parish councils have purchased themselves.  If existing council is less than half full, she noted it was a good idea to report it on Fix My Street.  Councillors discussed where there were/where they would like grit bins.  1. Edenhope Junction, close to the Tukes’ cottages, bend near Angela, layby near Tony.

6.2	Landlines: Clerk noted that she has partaken in a training session/update on the broadband/digital roll out across Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin.  Work is ongoing to improve the network and MPs continue to raise the situation in parliament.  More improvements needed to ensure continued service when digital switch-over occurs.

6.3	The wind turbine project was discussed.  It is not known yet where the exact boundaries are for benefitting from the turbine it is hoped a map will be available soon.  Expressions of interest are now being gathered,

6.4	Clerk’s Knowledge Course: Councillors agreed the clerk could take part in the two training courses	scheduled shortly – the cost for both sessions is £95.00

6.5	Clerk passed on details for upcoming courses including Fundamentals for Councillors.  Councillors to book sessions if interested.

6.6	Nature Projects Funding: Clerk to apply for grants related to bird box project when applicable.

6.7	Colebatch Flooding: Councillors discussed the latest flooding in Colebatch and the properties affected/causes.  YB/RH updated those present as to actions since the last meeting and on the pipework situation with pipework gradually getting smaller and causing pinch point.  Pipes are due to be cleaned out.

6.8 	Defibrillators: Clerk to contact Bishops Castle Parish Council (who adopted the phone box on the boundary of Colebatch) to discuss opportunities.
7.0 	2026 Meeting Dates
7.1	The suggested dates are: March 19, May 21, July 23, September 24 and November 26
8.0	Matters for the Next Agenda
8.1	None arising.	

Meeting Closed at 9pm
Date of next meeting: 19 March 2026 at 7.30pm 



