


Mainstone with Colebatch Parish Council
Annual Parish Council Meeting Minutes
20 November 2025



1.0 Apologies: Ruth Houghton/Sam Walmsley/Sue Beamond

2.0	Approval of Minutes
2.1	Minutes of the meeting held on 18/9/2025 were confirmed as a true and accurate record by all and signed by the Chair.


3.0   	Finance

3.1   	Current Account balance at date of meeting was 7664.55. The latest financial 
statement was approved and signed by the Chair.

3.2     Chair signed cheque for Mainstone Village Hall as agreed in previous meeting 
     for artwork from a local artist to decorate the upgraded village hall. This is the 
first of two paintings/first payment.
     
3.3  	AH to bring bank statements to next meeting he attends for filing.


4.0 	Police

4.1 	Latest police reports for October and November shared with councillors. Clerk has been in touch local contact Shaun Culliss to discuss the sometimes-minimal information provided – this was explained and passed onto councillors.

5.0 	Councillor Houghton/Walmsley updates
5.1	Clerk shared 

6.0 	Matters Arising Since Last Meeting

6.1	Waste Calendar: Clerk shared RH update on waste collection calendars which will now be printed and will be distributed in the new year.

6.2	Colebatch Flooding: Councillors discussed the latest flooding in Colebatch and the properties affected/causes.  All agreed that the brook hadn’t been dredged in a long time.  YB to explore what could be done around this in terms of clearing the brook and permissions/consent needed.

6.3	Nature and Grants: Information about the latest Naturesave Trust grant was shared – the deadline for this is less than a week, so maybe too short.  Clerk has signed up for next round of funding which should be early 2026.

6.4	Youth Transformation Pilot: Information was shared about the consultation from earlier in the year.  This has now formed the basis of the Local Youth Transformation Pilot, a national programme funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) to help local authorities strengthen their statutory Youth Offer.

6.5	Shropshire Together: Email regarding offer of help in community projects such as litter picking was shared.  While there was nothing planned at the moment, Parish Council wanted to express thanks to Shropshire Together and will keep details on file.

6.6	Area Committee Review: Clerk shared information about the Area Committee review and the next meeting which is on 1st December.  JG/AH to attend if possible.

6.7	Election Costs: Clerk shared email she had received from the council detailing the election recharge costs for the Parish Council – this will be £125 for each of Mainstone and Colebatch (this is the cost for uncontested elections).  Invoice will be sent to the clerk January 2026.

6.8 	DPI Forms: Councillors were reminded that they need to fill in their DPI Forms online.  Clerk offer help and reminded councillors that they only get a password the first time they log in (use the forgot password prompt) and the email they provided to the clerk last year (usual contact email).

6.9 	Design Guidance Consultation: Email regarding the consultation on this was shared.  With such as small population and rare planning applications, councillors decided that it was not necessary to respond on this.

6.10	Grants: Clerk shared the latest round of grants available and will add to social media/website if applicable.

6.11	Defibrillators: New funding is available for defibrillators.  One for the old telephone box in Colebatch was discussed last year.  Clerk to contact Bishops Castle Parish Council (who adopted the phone box when it was decommissioned) to discuss opportunities.
7.0 	2026 Meeting Dates
7.1	It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Thursday 22 January.
7.2 	Further meeting dates for 2026 to be agreed at the next meeting to give    RH/SW an opportunity to plan their diaries for the year.  The suggested dates are:
	March 19, May 21, July 23, September 24 and November 26
11.0	Matters for the Next Agenda
11.1	None arising.	

Meeting Closed at 8.30pm
Date of next meeting: 22 January 2026 at 7.30pm 



